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Community (IDSC) - Applicant Self-
Checklist (May 2023) - [DSWM Update] 

Link to 2018 IDSC Guidelines 

This Checklist has modified by DSWM (pd) to clarify responsible agents and identify similarities 
and differences between DarkSky Community and DarkSky Reserve requirements  
Please proceed as follows: 

1. Column 1. Identifying number of IDS Community Requirement.  
2. Column 2 Names each ‘Compliance Requirement” in abbreviated form.  
3. Column 3 Enter ‘Y’ if your community complies with requirement in Column 2.  
4. Column 4 Answers the question: ‘Is this also a requirement for periphery for IDS Reserve 

application?’ Y for yes, N for no. Column 4 also identifies a cross-reference to the full 
“Compliance Requirement” in the IDSR Guidelines.    

5. Column 5 states who will be responsible and any steps necessary to ensure compliance 
and any relevant comments. County = Green, DSWM = Blue, Both = Brown 

6. Column 6 identifies a cross-reference to the full ‘Compliance Requirement’ for IDS 
Community in the IDSC Guidelines.   

 

Site Name: 
DarkSky West Marin 

Prepared By: 
Peggy Day 

Date: 
 

A Eligibility Requirements 
Complies 

Y/N 
Reserve 
Req?/ 
**Page  

Comment on this Item in 
Application GXR* 

1 Your Community has some 
form 
of legal organization officially 
recognized by outside 
groups. 

 N/6 TOT Tax zone- BOS vote to add 
DarkSky zone to this district? 
Simultaneous w vote for new 
regulations? 

P4-Eligibility 
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B Application Elements Complies 
Y/N 

Reserve 
Req?/ 
**Page 

Comment on this Item in 
Application GXR* 

 [Intentionally Blank]     

 

B Application Elements 
Complies 

Y/N 
Reserve 
Req?/ 
**Page 

Comment on this Item in 
Application GXR* 

    1 A map of the Community 
showing its legal boundaries 

 Y/5-6 Both: To be done  P10-N1 

2 Letters of Nomination and 
Support by a qualified DarkSky 
member and an elected 
community representative 

 Y/8,14 
#10, p 8 

DSWM Nom: We hope Barentine. 
County Rep: We hope Rodoni. 
 

P10-N2 

3 A quality, comprehensive 
Lighting Management Policy 
(LMP) for the Community 

 Y/6,8,9 Both: DarkSky West Marin to 
introduce to county 
Consultant: John Barentine 

P4-N1 + P10-
N3 

4 Documentation of examples of 
Community commitment and 
construction and/or renovation 
projects demonstrating 
effective application of the 
lighting policy 

 Y/7 

#7A 

DSWM to write  
Fire station/ West Marin 
School/Livery Stable 
 

P10-N4 

5 Proposed alternative wording 
for this IDSC, if desired, and the 
justification for it 

 n/a n/a  P10-N5 

C 
Lighting Management 
Policy 

Complies 
Y/N 

Reserve 
Req?/ 

**Page 

Comment on this Item in 
Application 

GXR* 

1 Your Community has a 
comprehensive Lighting 
Management Policy like the IDA-
IES Model Lighting Ordinance 
(MLO). 

 Y/6,8,9 
P6,#1,2B 
P7,#3,5 

Both: IES Model Ordinance sent 
to county May 2021  (DSWM to 
submit new draft?) 

P4-N1 
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2 Full shielding is required of all 
lighting fixtures emitting more 
than 1,000 lumens. 

 Y/7 
#7B 
10% DSR 

County: Streetlight upgrade or 
retrofit 100 % IDSC 

P4-N1A 

3 Emission of short-wavelength 
light is limited through one of 
the following restrictions: 

   P4-N1B 

a Light source correlated color 
temperature (CCT) must not 
exceed 3000 K; OR 

 Y/10 

#4A 

DSWM: Consulting with Leotek & 
Barentine 
County: Streetlight retrofit or 
shields 

P5-N1Bi 

b Allowed lighting must not emit 
more than 25% of its total 
spectral power at wavelengths 
shorter than 500 nanometers 
OR 

 Y/10 

34B 

 P5-N1Bii 

 

C Lighting Management Policy 
Complies 

Y/N 
Reserve 
Req?/ 

**Page 

Comment on this Item in 
Application 

GXR* 

c Scotopic-to-photopic (S/P) ratio 
of allowed lighting must not 
exceed 1.3. 

 Y/10 

#4C 

 P5-N1Biii 

4 There is a restriction on the total 
amount of unshielded lighting, 
such as a limit on lumens per net 
acre or a total site lumen 
allowance in unshielded 
fixtures. 

 ? County: Current restrictions are 
defined by wattage, lumen 
allowance language needed. 

P5-N1C 

5 There is a policy to address over-
lighting, such as lumens per net 
acre caps (irrespective of 
shielding state) or maximum 
illuminance specifications. 

 ? ditto P5-N1D 

Commented [PD1]: 5  “Fully shielded” is defined as a light 
source screened and its light directed in such a way that none 
is 
emitted above the horizontal plane passing through its lowest 
light-emitting part. 

Commented [PD2]: 6  “Initial lamp lumens” is defined as 
the number of lumens of light emitted by a lamp when new 
and not 
counting any depreciation of output due to the age of the 
lamp. This information can be found in manufacturer 
data sheets. 

Commented [PD3]: 4  Lighting required by law under the 
authority of any legal jurisdiction higher than that of the 
Community 
may be formally exempted from the requirements of this 
section. 
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6 Regulations on NEW 
installations of publicly owned 
outdoor lighting MUST: 

 Y/9 

#1 

 P5-N1E 

a Clearly indicate where, when, 
and under what circumstances 
such lighting is warranted and 
permitted; AND 

 Y/9 

#2 

County: Where when and under 
what circumstances language 2B 
added. 

P5-N1Ei 

b Require all future such lighting to 
have adaptive controls and/or 
curfews. 

 Y/11 

#7 

ditto P5-N1Eii 

7 Restrictions on the installation 
and operation of illuminated 
signs are as follows: 

 Y/11  P5-N1F 

a Luminance levels during the first 
hour after sunset and during the 
last hour immediately preceding 
sunrise must not exceed 100 nits 
(candelas per square meter); 
AND 

 Y/11 

#6C 

County: ref: MMC 22.28.030 - 
General Restrictions & 22.69.070I 
- Prohibited signs.  
 – possible language added re: 
time limitations 

P5-N1Fi 

b Signs must be extinguished from 
one hour after sunset until one 
hour before; AND 

 Y/II 

#6 

ditto P5-N1Fii 

 

C Lighting Management Policy 
Complies 

Y/N 
Reserve 
Req?/ 

**Page 
Comment on this Item in Application 

GXR* 

c Luminous surface must not 
exceed 18.6 square meters (200 
sq. feet). 

 Y/11 

#6, 

County: Possible added language P6-N1Fiii 

8 Outdoor recreational and sports 
field lighting may be exempted 
from strict shielding and 
emission requirements, 
provided ALL the following are 
met: 

 ? County: ref: MMC 22.32.130 
Section B2, restrict residential 
accessory units sports courts.  

County: Possible added language. 

P6-N1G 
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a ANSI/IES RP-6 guidelines (current 
version) are followed (note: 
another standard may be 
followed if appropriate, but 
this must be stated specifically 
in the LMP); AND 

 ? ditto P6-N1Gi 

b Lighting is for the surface of play 
and the viewing stands only; AND 

 ? ditto P6-N1Gii 

c Illuminance levels must be 
adjustable based on task; AND 

 ? ditto P6-N1Giii 

d Offsite impacts of the lighting are 
limited; AND 

 ? ditto P6-N1Giv 

e A strict curfew is in place – 10 
p.m. or one hour after play ends; 
AND 

 ? ditto P6-N1Gv 

f Timers are installed to prevent 
lights from being left on 
overnight. 

 ? ditto P6-N1Gvi 

9 There is a maximum 10-year 
amortization period for ALL non-
complying public AND private 
lighting to comply. 

  Both: Significant. This is a 10-year 
project but streetlights have 5 year 
limit (see item E1 below). 

P6-N1H 

  

D Lighting Inventory 
Complies 

Y/N 
Reserve 
Req?/ 

**Page 
Comment on this Item in Application 

GXR* 

1 Required to determine whether 
County-owned lighting presently 
conforms with the LMP (see E1 

  DSWM: conducting inventory 

(Ref: DSWM streetlight chart) 

P6-N2A 
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E Commitment to Dark Skies 
and Quality Outdoor 

Lighting 

Complies 
Y/N 

Reserve 
Req?/ 

**Page 
Comment on this Item in Application 

GXR* 

1 

County-owned lighting conforms 
with the LMP or is committed to 
conform within 5 years. 

 Y/6 

#1 

Both: Streetlights out of warranty 
in upcoming year. Present regs 
require “in kind” replacement. 
Need DarkSky conforming 
regulations within 5 years.  
DSWM conducting streetlight 
survey. Finding unnecessary lights 
and lights that could be on timers 
or motion detectors. Motion 
detectors priced by LEOTEK at $100 
each. 
e.g. 1.) Three lights in Nicasio 
stockyard could set to motion 
detectors. 
2.) Three lights on Giacomini 
Wetlands could be removed to 
protect wildlife. 

P6-N2A 

2 Municipal dark sky support and 
quality lighting is demonstrated 
by county publications, funding 
of lighting upgrades, etc. 

 Y/6 

#1 

County: Streetlight upgrade. P7-N2B 

3 

Broad support for dark skies is 
shown by a wide range of 
community organizations. 

Y N DSWM: PRNS, Point Blue, EAC, 
Audubon Canyon Ranch, Inverness 
Foundation., TBay Watershed 
Foundation, CLAM, EAC, Bo-Stin 
School 

P7-N3 

4 Success in light-pollution control 
is demonstrated through AT 
LEAST ONE of the following: 

   P7-N5 
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a New construction and renovation 
activity built under the LMP, 
demonstrating effective lighting 
application; AND/OR 

 ? County: to add 
  

P7-N5A 

b Other evidence of success in light 
pollution control approved by 
DarkSky International. 

 ?  P7-N5B 

  

F Sky Quality Measurement Complies 
Y/N 

Reserve 
Req?/ 

**Page 
Comment on this Item in Application 

GXR*  

1 A sky brightness measurement 
program must be established 
and maintained to follow the 
evolution of light pollution. 

 Y/9 

#12 

DSWM: Sky Quality Meter Field 
Trips, Citizen Science 

P7-N6 

 

G Education and Outreach 
Complies 

Y/N 
Reserve 
Req?/ 

**Page 
Comment on this Item in Application 

GXR* 

1 Community commitment has 
been shown by AT LEAST ONE of 
the following: 

Y N DSWM: Accomplished! P7-N4 

a Minimum of two dark-sky 
awareness events per year; 
AND/OR 

Y N DSWM: Surpassed this goal and 
ongoing.  

P7-N4A 

b Inclusion of dark sky brochures 
with other community leaflets for 
residents and visitors; AND/OR 

Y N DSWM: Goal reached and ongoing P7-N4B 

c Inclusion of dark-sky education in 
Community schools’ curricula. 

Y N DSWM: Don Jolley working with 
teachers to include it in curricula 

P7-N4C 

 


